Confessed killer is vague on a key detail - whether he was

pushed into it
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But Singletary responded equivocaily under
questioning from Williams' attomey.

Defense attorney Brian Gonzalez: "You didn't go there to hurt anybody, did you?”
Singletary: “Not necessarily, no sir."

Gonzalez: "You didn't go there to kill anybody, did you?”

Singletary: "It wasn't my main intent.”

Singletary, 29, told jurors he spent the month leading up to Rock’s death working part time for Williams, 40, at her
Beverage Castle in Riverview.

The two were friends. Singletary crashed at her house, mooched off her cocaine.

Williams talked at times about Rock, 35, with whom she had a stormy two-year relationship that ended in late 2002. She
accused him and his family of stealing from her store and grew upset at seeing him with another woman.

On Aug. 9, 2003, Singletary introduced himself to Rock at a restaurant in Riverview and quickly got into an argument
with him. Singletary was thrown out but returned later with Williams.

She refused to go inside because Rock was with his girifriend. So Singletary said he wrote a note dictated by Williams.

"The Rock, My name is Josh. Please don't ever tell me to haul a— . | was trying to be cool to you so don't act like a hard
a—. Cuz that will get you f—— up.”

Singletary and Willlams retumned to her Pinecrest home. They consumed cocaine and alcohol. Singletary said he tried
to call Rock to apologize for their run-in, but Rock told him it was too late for apologies.

Night turned to early morning. Williams told Singletary that Rock and his friends would come looking for him, Singletary
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said.

Threatening phone calls were exchanged between Singletary, Rock and other men. At one point, Singletary said, Rock
told him they should meet up at Williams Park.

Wiliiams decided they needed a gun, Singletary said.

Their search fruitiess, Singletary drove Williams' red pickup to a gas station. She filled a jug with gasoline and paid for it.

"This will get his attention,” Singletary recalled Wililams saying.

They searched Riverview for Rock. Eventually Singletary drove Williams home. They had more cocaine. Then she told
him to go find Rock, he said, as "the way | could pay her back."

Singletary drove to Williams Park and pulled in near the boat ramp. A man ran toward the pickup; Singletary said he
thought the man had a gun.

It was Rock. Within seconds, Singletary splashed Rock with gasoline and lit him on fire.

Rock died six days later from his injuries. The blazing gasoline also burned 80 percent of Singletary's body, still evident
Thursday by the raised scars forking his face.

Singletary avoided the death penalty by testifying against Williams in exchange for a 40-year prison sentence.

Gonzalez argued that the problem that deadty night was between Rock and Singletary, not Williams. Singletary agreed
that he threw the gasoline on Rock to protect himself.

Gonzalez asked Circuit Judge J. Rogers Padgett to acquit Williams of first-degree murder and conspiracy to commit
murder, saying the state failed to exclude other reasonable hypotheses for the killing. The judge will rule on that today,
when the trial is expected to conciude.

Pruner didn't back off his theory.

"Was your problem the result of someone else's?" he asked Singletary.
“Yes," he said. "Beth Williams."

Colleen Jenkins can be reached at cjenkins@sptimes.com or (813) 226-3337.
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